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 ●  Every Student Succeeds Act (2015)  provides for strong accountability for the 

 education of all children and for certain provisions specific to limited English 

 proficient students, especially under Titles I and III of the Act. NCLB also 

 provides funds to states and local schools and universities to carry out the intent 

 of the Act.  http://www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/index.html  (full text) 

 https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/index.html  (U.S. Department of 

 Education's official ESSA website) 

 B.  Supreme Court Decisions 

 ●  Lau vs. Nichols (1974) ruled that providing the same access to curriculum, 

 instruction, and materials for students of limited English proficiency as is provided 

 to English dominant students is not in effect equitable: 

 http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/historics/USSC_CR_0414_0563_ZS.html 

 ●  Plyler vs. Doe (1981) ruled that all students in public schools must be 

 appropriately served, including any students who may not be documented as 

 legal immigrants: 

 http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/historics/USSC_CR_0457_0202_ZO.html 

 ●  Castañeda vs. Pickard (1981) case precedent requires schools to use a 

 three-pronged approach to assure that they are following the spirit of the above 

 decisions vis-à-vis: a practice grounded in sound educational theory; effective 

 implementation of an appropriate program; assurance that the program is 

 working through an evaluation and subsequent program mon 9  
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 within 14 days of registration at all other points in the school year.  All screening procedures 

 outlined in the WIDA Test Administration Manual MUST be followed.  The test administration 

 manual can be found in the WIDA Resource Library.  Please refer to the NSD digital library for 

 detailed screening guidance and Frequently Asked Questions. 

 The WIDA screener is administered in grades K-12. This assessment is given on paper 

 in Kindergarten and the first semester of first grade.  Most students in their second semester of 

 first grade, as well as grades 2-12 will take this assessment on computers.  In situations where 

 students have had limited formal education or have suspected disabilities, teachers have the 

 option to administer the WIDA paper screener.  For further instruction, please refer to the 

 WIDA Test Administration Manual, also available at the above website. 

 In accordance with NH state guidelines, the WIDA Screener is the initial screening tool 

 and cannot be used to exit an active English Learner from the English Learner Program. 

 Identification & Screening of English Learners into the NSD EL Program 

 A student  QUALIFIES  for EL services if he/she 
 receives an overall score below 4.5 

 A purple EL Folder must be created and placed 
 in the student’s cumulative folder. 

 The Initial Eligibility Form, Screener Score 
 Report, and Performance Descriptors need to be 
 completed & sent home.  Upon return, the 
 signed Initial Eligibility Notification will be copied. 
 One copy is placed in the EL folder & the other is 
 returned to the parent/guardian for their records. 

 A copy of the HLS will be stapled to the Screener 
 Score Report and placed in the EL folder. 

 The EL tab in Aspen must be completed per 
 district procedures.  

 Parental/Guardian acceptance or refusal can be 
 amended at any time.  However, if a parent 
 wishes to amend the form, a new parent 

 A student  DOES NOT QUALIFY  if he/she 
 scores a 4.5 or above 

 The Initial Eligibility Form (DNQ) needs to 
 be completed.  One copy is placed in a red 
 folder labeled NOT EL and placed in the 
 cumulative folder. The original is sent 
 home. 

 The Initial Eligibility Form, Screener Score 
 Report, and Performance Descriptors 
 MUST  be stapled to the HLS. Write DNQ 
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 EL Push-in and Co-Teaching Programs 
 An EL teacher supports English Learners in the mainstream classrooms in both push-in 

 and co-teaching models.  The push-in model consists of parallel teaching in small groups to 

 provide targeted EL curriculum.  In a co-teach model, the EL teacher and mainstream teacher 

 plan and teach lessons together in order to make curricula comprehensible. Per the May 2021 

 Department of Justice (DOJ) agreement, co-teaching can only be used for students with a 

 WIDA proficiency level of 4.0 - 4.4. 

 EL teachers determine which EL instructional model is appropriate based on the DOJ 

 guidance and the students’ academic needs. An instruction period “is at least equivalent to the 

 time allocated for core content subjects” (United States. Department of Justice, 2021, p.4 n3  ). 

 ELs with a proficiency level of 1.0 - 2.9 receive two EL instructional periods daily. ELs with a 

 proficiency level of 3.0 - 4.4 receive one daily EL instructional period. 

 At  the  high  school  level,  all  EL  courses  grant  regular  credit  towards  graduation.  All  ELs 

 in  EL  Levels  4  -  6  are  encouraged  to  also  take  mainstream  English  courses.  This  ensures 

 equal access to the mainstream curriculum for English Learners. 

 Section 4: Meaningful and Equitable Access to Academic & Extracurricular 
 Programs 

 Nashua School District assures that all students have meaningful access to curricular, 

 co-curricular, and extracurricular programs and activities in the following ways. 

 1.  Per the 1972 Equal Rights Amendment, English Learners are a part of our school 

 community and cannot be segregated by race, ethnicity, or religion.  Nashua 

 School District has a dual obligation of providing rigorous language and content 

 instruction for ELs of all proficiency levels.  EL students may receive separate 

 English instruction for a portion of their day. This is carried out in the least 

 segregated manner, while providing students the opportunity to meet the EL 

 program’s educational goals.  Students must have the opportunity to meet 

 graduation requirements, so that ELs are as prepared as their English-speaking 

 peers for college and career readiness. 
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 2.  The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) provide a rigorous standard of 

 academic excellence for all students.  CCSS is the foundation of all Tier I 

 instruction in the Nashua School District. ELs have access to grade level 

 curriculum (required and elective) while active in the EL program. 

 3.  As with all students, depending on availability and eligibility, ELs have the 
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 Office of English Language Acquisition (OELA) recommends the following data 

 elements to determine the effectiveness of the EL program: 

 ●  Scores on state and local assessments 
 ●  Scores on annual English language proficiency tests 
 ●  Grades in content courses 
 ●  Retention in grade 
 ●  Reclassification/exit rates 
 ●  Graduation and dropout rates 
 ●  Participation rates in gifted and advanced courses (e.g., honors, Advanced Placement 

 (AP), gifted and talented, and International Baccalaureate (IB) courses) 
 ●  Enrollment rates in pre-kindergarten and other choice programs 
 ●  Enrollment rates in special education and related services 
 ●  Mobility and attendance rates 
 ●  Participation in extracurricular programs 
 ●  Suspension rates 
 ●  Other indicators of college and career readiness (CTE program enrollment, honor 

 societies, community service etc.) 
 Nashua also reviews the following data elements to determine the effectiveness of the EL 

 program: 

 ●  Student, parent, and community involvement 
 ●  T ● 



 (b)  documents concerning academic options and planning 

 (c)  documents concerning enrollment or registration 

 (d)  documents concerning screening procedures requesting a student's language 

 background, a parent's preferred language of communication, and the process 

 for refusing all or only specific EL Services 

 (e)  requests for parent permission for student participation in district/school 

 sponsored programs and activities 

 (f)  promotional materials and announcements distributed to students that contain 

 info about school and district activities for which notice is needed to participate in 

 such activities (testing, co-curriculars, activities requiring an application, parent 

 teacher conferences, open houses) 

 (g)  Special ed documents including IEPs, behavior intervention plans, and Function 

 Behavioral Assessments 

 (h)  information about student discipline 

 (i)  parent handbooks 

 (j)  information related to public health and safety 

 (k)  any other written information describing the rights/responsibilities of parents or 

 students & benefits/services available to parents & students 
 (United States, Department of Justice, 2021, p.  9, n.8) 

 A digital library of translated district documents is maintained and available to staff. 

 The Nashua School District provides language assistance to LEP parents through trained 

 interpreters and outside interpretation providers. 

 The Nashua School District provides opportunities for families to be involved in 

 decision-making, planning, implementation, and evaluation of their child’s education.  Parents 

 are also invited to volunteer for or attend cultural and academic activities in schools.   The 

 Nashua School District fosters relations with greater Nashua programs and community 

 institutions to  benefit students.  Additional support is provided by school-based, bilingual, 

 outreach personnel. 
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